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SUMMARY 

 

Bazaluk E.O. Legal and Psychological Mechanism for Assistance and 

Protection of Women and Girls Who Have Suffered from Violence during 

Armed Conflicts. 3 Qualification scientific work on the rights of the manuscript. 

Thesis for obtaining a scientific degree of Doctor of Philosophy in specialty 

081 «Law». 3 Scientific Institute of Public Law, Kyiv, 2024. 

The thesis reveals the content, essence and features of the legal and 

psychological mechanism for assistance and protection of women and girls who have 

suffered from violence during armed conflicts from the perspective of a socio-

ecological model. 

The analysis of international and national acts, existing international practice, 

and based on the paradigm of criminal justice and law enforcement enables to reveal 

that an armed conflict has the following features: it is a confrontation between parties 

where armed force is used, which causes armed violence. The status of the 

confronting parties (armed forces of the state or non-state organised armed groups) 

and the level of intensity of violence are important for the qualification of armed 

conflict as international armed conflict and non-international armed conflict. 

However, it is clarified that regardless of the causes of war or different types of 

armed conflict, their outcomes are mostly the same. These include horrific civilian 

casualties, massive displacement, and violations of human rights and international 

humanitarian law.  

It is proved that violence during armed conflicts should always be viewed 

through the prism of complex and extraordinary humanitarian conditions of the 

victims. It is emphasised that the personal and international scales of violence are 

linked, both in peace and in war, and therefore it is necessary to recognise that 

"peacetime" is itself a "place of gender-based violence". The distinction between war 

and peace is artificial in terms of gender-based violence. Violence against women and 

girls is rooted in various social interactions and is embedded in the hierarchy of 

relations. 
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The article analyses the provisions of certain components of the legal 

framework establishing international standards for the assistance and protection of 

women and girls who have suffered from violence during armed conflict. It is proved 

that despite the numerous international, regional and national instruments and 

institutional frameworks, the interpretation of violence against women and girls in 

international law is rather limited and indirect. Moreover, retrograde tendencies and 

patriarchal attitudes that contribute to the strengthening of anti-women's attitudes and 

movements are a problem. The need to adopt more specific international standards to 

ensure more effective monitoring of countries' compliance with their obligations to 

prevent all forms of violence, including against women and girls during armed 

conflict, is emphasised. 

The fundamental national legislative and strategic instruments that prioritise 

addressing gender issues and combating discrimination and violence in society in 

general are studied. It is summarised that they do not directly regulate the issue of 

assistance and protection of women and girls who have suffered from violence during 

the armed conflict, but as fundamental documents in the humanitarian field, they 

create an environment for the eradication of negative phenomena such as 

discrimination, inequality, violation of human rights and freedoms, domestic and 

gender-based violence, impoverishment of the population, etc. 

It is determined that in the context of assistance and protection of women and 

girls who have suffered from violence during armed conflicts, current legislation 

(including international documents regulating the rights and guarantees of protection 

of this target group, as well as ensuring their safety, preventing physical or 

psychological attacks on them, etc.) should address the following aspects: a) zero 

tolerance for any manifestation of violence, with particular inadmissibility of its use 

against women and girls; b) specialised provisions defining an integrated system of 

assistance and protection of victims of this socially dangerous phenomenon, as well 

as the legal and organisational framework for the activities of special services, 

support centres, and the specifics of providing medical and psychological assistance 

to women and girls; c) victims' safety must be based on the prohibition of 
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psychological, physical and sexual violence, the inevitability of bringing perpetrators 

to justice and the right to compensation; d) the practical effectiveness of the principle 

of gender equality, as evidenced by the absence of discrimination against women and 

girls, their active participation in decision-making and conflict resolution; 

e) assistance and protection of women's and girls' rights in the context of armed 

conflicts is different from peacetime, and any manifestation of violence is an act of 

aggression against the entire nation, because despite being individualised, its 

consequences can affect an indefinite number of people. 

It is emphasised that assistance and protection of women and girls affected by 

violence during armed conflicts is a duty of the State enshrined in the Constitution of 

Ukraine. Therefore, the State shall create and ensure the functioning of the 

mechanisms for the implementation of these activities. It is specified that the 

constitutional discourse refers to the organisational and legal mechanisms for the 

implementation of human and civil rights and freedoms. It is clarified that it is 

expedient to distinguish administrative, legal, socio-economic, healthcare, 

information and education, law enforcement, human rights, legal and psychological, 

etc. mechanisms for assistance and protection of women and girls who have suffered 

from violence during armed conflicts as types of organisational and legal 

mechanisms. 

It is determined that the legal and psychological mechanism for assistance and 

protection of women and girls who have suffered from violence during armed 

conflicts has a specific focus on the integration of legal and psychological aspects to 

achieve effective legal regulation and support for the psychological state of victims. It 

is considered to be a comprehensive system of measures and instruments, such as: 

a) legal measures 3 for example, the development and implementation of legislative 

norms, including rules, standards and recommendations for the activities of entities 

providing assistance and protection to this category of persons; law enforcement 

activities of authorities (public authorities) in the context of applying instruments to 

protect the rights, freedoms and interests of victims; ensuring access to justice and 

legal aid; b) psychological measures 3 for example, providing psychological support, 
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expertise and counselling, including crisis assistance to stabilise the emotional state; 

consideration of the psychological characteristics of victims' behaviour when making 

individual decisions regarding their protection and rehabilitation; c) integration 

measures 3 joint work of human rights defenders and psychologists for 

comprehensive analysis of situations and decision-making; development of 

interdisciplinary approaches to assistance that meet both the legal and psychological 

needs of victims; establishment of coordination centres that combine the efforts of 

various organisations and institutions involved in providing assistance and protection 

to women and girls who have suffered from violence during armed conflicts (e.g., 

conducting educational work, implementing crime prevention programmes, 

supporting social initiatives, etc.) It is emphasised that its role is not only to restore 

the rights of victims, but also to ensure their rehabilitation and social integration. 

It is summarised that despite the fact that the system of actors providing 

assistance and protection to women and girls who have suffered from violence during 

armed conflicts is extensive and quite clearly formalised, the place of psychologists 

in it is not sufficiently defined. Their participation in the analysed processes is 

virtually shadowy, which determines the need for: a) clear procedures and standards 

for the mandatory participation of psychologists in the provision of assistance and 

protection to women and girls who have suffered; b) a regulatory identification of the 

role of psychologists in this system, which will allow for better coordination of their 

actions with other actors; c) the development of mechanisms for monitoring and 

evaluating the effectiveness of psychologists as elements of this system in order to 

optimise approaches to the procedures for providing assistance and protection to this 

category of persons. 

It is determined that the need to ensure the interaction of psychologists with 

state and public institutions to provide assistance and protection to women and girls 

who have suffered from violence during armed conflicts is already a proven fact, 

given the scale of the psychological impact of war on the civilian population. It is 

clarified that such interaction takes various forms 3 information exchange, 

discussions (roundtables, seminars, meetings to express proposals, etc.), advisory 
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services, implementation of joint activities, etc., and the need for its organisation is 

summarised in two main aspects: a) functional, which ensures an effective and 

comprehensive response to cases of violence (combining the efforts of various actors, 

such as psychologists, law enforcement agencies, medical institutions and social 

services, to provide victims with timely and appropriate assistance); b) organisational, 

which objectifies the need for specialists to acquire special knowledge, which comes 

from a practicing psychologist (training and education of all involved persons so that 

they can effectively respond to the needs of victims and provide them with the 

necessary assistance). 

The experience of certain countries of the Middle East, the Balkans and the 

post-Soviet space is analysed in the context of applicable models for ensuring the 

functionality of legal and psychological mechanisms for providing assistance and 

protection to women and girls who have suffered from violence during armed 

conflicts. The results obtained are generalised to the need to provide: 1) institutional 

support that objectifies access to legal and psychological assistance; 2) special 

regulatory framework for the status of victims. These include: a) improving the 

mechanisms of cooperation between the public administration and non-governmental 

organisations and international partners involved in supporting women and girls who 

have suffered from violence, as in addition to legal and psychological assistance, 

these actors are an effective tool for protecting the rights of victims at the 

international level; b) adopting specialised legislation that would clearly define the 

rights and status of victims of violence during armed conflicts, including provisions 

for psychological and legal support, as well as mechanisms for compensation; 

c) ensuring full representation of victims' interests by "trustees" in the short term, as 

the lack of the ability of victims to be aware of all legal and social issues should not 

be an obstacle to receiving adequate assistance and protection. 

It is determined that the initiation of a comprehensive regulatory framework for 

the formation of a legal and psychological mechanism for providing psychological 

assistance and legal protection to women and girls who have suffered from violence 

during armed conflicts in Ukraine requires to: 
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3 Adopt specialised legislation and clarify the provisions of existing legal 

regulations (development and approval of the Strategy for Assistance and Protection 

of Women and Girls Victims of Violence during and after the Armed Conflict; 

adoption of a framework law defining the rights and status of victims of violence, 

differentiated by gender and age; adoption of a specialised law to regulate the status 

of victims of sexual violence related to the armed aggression of the Russian 

Federation against Ukraine, including provisions for psychological and legal support, 

as well as mechanisms for compensation; amendments to the Criminal Code of 

Ukraine to establish liability for the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war; 

development and adoption of Methodological recommendations for conducting 

interviews with victims during monitoring inspections in the field of protection of the 

rights of persons affected by the armed conflict; development and approval of the 

Procedure for interaction between entities conducting monitoring inspections in the 

field of protection of the rights of persons affected by the armed conflict); 

3 Develop institutional infrastructure (establishment of a structural unit of the 

Department for Monitoring Equal Rights and Freedoms of the Secretariat of the 

Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights 3 the Office for the 

Observance of the Rights of Victims of Violence and Human Trafficking (on the basis 

of the Office for the Observance of the Rights of Victims of Domestic Violence and 

Human Trafficking); creation of the Fund for Assistance to Victims of Violent 

Crimes; optimisation of the powers of the National Social Service of Ukraine; 

ensuring the functionality of the institution of "trustees"); 

3 Ensure cross-sectoral cooperation 3 (creation of coordination councils, 

working groups or coalitions, which will include representatives of various 

government agencies, NGOs, international institutions and experts in law, psychology 

and social work; development and implementation of information exchange 

mechanisms between various agencies and organisations involved in the protection of 

the rights of women and girls who have suffered from violence during armed 

conflicts; joint trainings, seminars and conferences to raise awareness and skills of 
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professionals from different sectors on the issue of violence and ways to assist 

victims); 

3 Supply human resources and provide educational support 3 (development and 

implementation of educational programmes to train specialists in the field of 

psychological assistance and legal protection for women and girls who have suffered 

from violence during armed conflicts; creation of conditions for continuous 

professional development of employees, prevention of professional burnout); 

3 Provide information support and guidance 3 (educational and information 

campaigns, involvement of the media in covering cases of violence and problems 

faced by victims, introduction of mechanisms for using information and analytical 

activities of psychologists in strategic decision-making); 

3 Implement systems for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the 

assistance provided (development and implementation of performance indicators that 

allow assessing the quality and effectiveness of measures aimed at supporting 

victims; vesting authorised persons with control and supervisory functions; 

implementation of the victim feedback mechanisms). 

Key words: legal and psychological mechanism, gender-based violence, armed 

conflict, status of a psychologist, system of actors providing assistance and 

protection, cooperation. 
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V  V=VAB5@AB2>< NAB8FVW. 
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B><C G8A;V I>4> 6V=>: V 4V2G0B O: ?@>@0EC=>: 2 4VO;ь=>ABV AC19є:BV2, 
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?>254V=:8. �:BC0;ь=8< C Fь><C :>=B5:ABV є ?@>4>265==O @50;V70FVW A?V;ь=8E 

7CA8;ь <V6=0@>4=>W A?V;ь=>B8 C 25:B>@V O: D>@<C20==O 3@><04Aь:>W 4C<:8 
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V=D>@<0FV9=>-0=0;VB8G=>W 4VO;ь=>ABV ?A8E>;>3V2 C ?@0:B8FV ?@89=OBBO 
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?>AB@0640;8 2V4 =0A8;ьAB20 ?V4 G0A 71@>9=8E :>=D;V:BV2 
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Together. The Practice and Theory of Managerial Craftsmanship») [204] .468= 
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<V6 AB>@>=0<8. �VB ). �5@<0= 287=0G0є, I> O:I> 4>40B8 4> A?V2VA=C20==O 
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4>23>AB@>:>2><C 2?;82C :>=D;V:BV2 =0 A<5@B=VABь, ?>:070;8, I>, E>G0 G>;>2V:8, 

O: ?@028;>, AB@0640NBь 2V4 157?>A5@54=ь>W A<5@B=>ABV ?V4 G0A 71@>9=>3> 
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